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What different groups want

• Healthy food (pesticide-free) 

• Healthy landscape (free of pesticides, 
fertilizers, conventional farmers) 

• Everything only organic and ECO

General public/consumers Agricultural professionals
(regulators, farmers, scientists, industry)

• Healthy food and raw materials in the 
required quality and quantity at a 
reasonable price (with a minimum content 
of pesticide residues, without undesirable 
additives and pathogens)

• Protect soil and landscape

With an example of gangrenous 
ergotism in Pieter Brueghel's famous 
painting The Cripples.
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What is the general public willing to do 
How young people imagine global food systems in 50 years

( from UNO Conference on Food Systems, 08/2021)

• We need to take into account the indirect causes of the challenges of the food system, not just the direct impacts 
such as hunger, poverty and climate change. Looking at factors such as war, smuggling, food prices, violence and 
dependence on food imports is key. 

• We need to create a accountability scheme for decision-makers. Our generation is making history as the first 
generation to actively care about the future of the planet. 

• We have to look at subsidies. We should stop subsidizing agricultural products that are harmful to our health and to 
the health of the climate and biodiversity. Instead, we should shift these subsidies to local farmers and agricultural 
products that are good for our health and our planet. 

• We have to take care of farmers' livelihoods. Farmers are the foundation of our society as producers of our food. Yet 
they often cannot have a fair living.

• We need to move from monoculture tree planting to nature-friendly and sustainable food production so that 
agriculture does not harm the health of our environment or affect the climate. 

• Food production developments and consumption patterns are often local, so food systems should not be 
approached from a global perspective with a standard diet and way of producing food. 

• We need to use resources in a sustainable way. This means growing crops that are best suited for each region based 
on their natural resources. 

• Developing countries must have access to agricultural technology. The use of these technologies helps farmers 
produce food more efficiently. 

• Finally, we need a circular economy. Technology has advanced to the point of creating products from food waste, 
and we need to incorporate these products into local, regional and global food production.

How Youth Envision Global Food Systems in 50 Years | CropLife International

https://croplife.org/news/how-youth-envision-global-food-systems-in-50-years/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Plant Science Post August 2021 copy&utm_content=Plant Science Post August 2021 copy+CID_ea3f078ccd4cf6882e14f7791a8df670&utm_source=Email marketing software&utm_term=See More


Communication 
examples for the 

International Year of 
Plant Health 2020

CropLife CR developed its own activities, but 
also became widely involved in activities that 
were prepared within a wider team of experts.

• 12 May the International Day of Plant Health 
(IDPH) to raise global awareness on how 
protecting plant health can help end hunger, 
reduce poverty, protect biodiversity and the 
environment, and boost economic development.

What is the professional public willing to do



Let's focus where it matters most - on the young
(cooperation is the key word)

FAO brochure for children (8-12 years) „Plant doctors to schools“
Competition for secondary agricultural schools and grammar 
schools organized by the Czech Phytosanitary Society

• CropLife is the main sponsor of the prizes for the winners 
- study trip (2024 – trip to FAO in Roma, A week as a 
scientist, ČZU



Look at the field – 6th year
„Those who do not fight for themselves have no support from the others."

Farmers show the importance of plant protection to the public in their fields.
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Využili jsme IYPH 2020 a spustili 
jsme nový web a FB
https://www.ccpa.cz/
https://www.facebook.com/ccpa.cz/?view_public_for=111172807102609

https://www.ccpa.cz/
https://www.facebook.com/ccpa.cz/?view_public_for=111172807102609


Rational – this concerns us



That's far away – let them do what they want



The puppy is so cute....



Digital and precision agriculture  - topic which is 
completely misunderstood



Digital agriculture in practice

China…different communication strategy 



Social media has fundamentally changed the way we communicate

Who is not on social media, as if he does not exist!

• Analyses of social media discussions clearly show that academics will have a long-

term impact on public opinion and ultimately influence political decisions.

• The widespread use of platforms such as X (former Twitter) and Facebook has 

allowed scientists and farmers to bypass traditional media and communicate 

directly with the public.

• X is a tool of individuals/influencers, not institutions!

• An example of a X account used by a global network of 205 farmers from 53 

countries advocating genetically modified crops @World_Farmers

https://twitter.com/World_Farmers


How people perceive

Each of us has certainly experienced this: you discuss with others and rely on clear opinions and 

facts to argue. You present opinions without any trace of confrontation. The other side, however, 

does not intend to understand anything. How to break through the defensive wall and change the 

opinions of others?

• A person does not perceive external stimuli with the same intensity, but pays attention to those that are 
more interesting, have a greater emotional charge, have more meaning for him, or that are related to his 
person = selective perception. 

• We all filter information so that we get mainly information with which we agree. And it does not matter the 
intellect or the amount of knowledge, but the setting - WARRIOR - tends to defend his truth or SCOUT -
perceives information more objectively and changes his mind more easily.

• When we are confronted with information that does not fit into our web of beliefs, we tend to disregard 
this information.

• People usually do not like to change their opinions, attitudes or opinions.

• The willingness to perceive real facts or to be open to new perspectives is also influenced by the group with 
which we identify or to which we want to belong.



How to change someone's mind?

• It is also important that the information in question comes from a variety of 
sources. 

• Being confident in your beliefs is a good feeling; to force someone to change 
their minds, it is important to focus on the emotional side. 

• Changing your mind is also a matter of time, patience pays off. People 
change their opinions suddenly only in very rare cases. 

• Even if we encounter active resistance, it does not mean that our efforts do 
not work. Changing someone's mind is a war of extermination, and one 
argument is not enough.



CropLife Czech Republic

• An association of renowned manufacturers and importers of 
plant protection products and auxiliary products for 
conventional and organic farming. 

• CropLife CR has been defending the interests of the plant 
protection sector for more than 25 years. 

• Communication towards the general public is one of the 
priorities of the association

Miluše Dvoržáková, tel: 602 244 572, email: croplifeczech@croplifeczech.com


